KOONTZ COAL COMPANY LOSG HOUSE
AL-VI-C-116
Seldom Seen Road, Lonaconging
CA.1820

The Koontz Ceal Company Log House consists
of a one story, three bay wide, rectanqular log
structure that rests on a high stone foundation.
The house is believed to have been built in the
first quarter of the nineteenth centurv as a
simple shelter for a subsistance type of farm.
The log houses were easv to construct, very
sturdy and timber for the logs was readily avail-

able in Allegany County.




Maryland Historical Trust
state Historic Sites Inventory Form

Survey No. AL-VI-C-116

Magi No.

DOE

0107625304

ves no

1. Name

{indicate preferred name)

historic

Koontz Coal Company Log House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number

Seldom Seen Road

not for publication

city, town Detmold ____vicinity of congressional district Sixth
state Maryland county Allegany
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___district ___ public _X occupied X agriculture ____ museum

X building(s) __X private ___unoccupied ____ commercial — park

__ structure ——_ both ___ work in progress __ educational ____ private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment — religious
___ object ____in process ___vyes: restricted ____government . scientific

— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —__industrial ___ transportation
not applicable X no ___ military ___ other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name

Koontz Coal Company

street & number

P.O.

Box 228

telephone no.:

city, town

Frostburg

state and zip code

Maryland 21532

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

Allegany County Courthouse

liber 134

street & number

30 Washington Street

folio 236

city, town

Cumberland

state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

sitle

date — federal ___ state ___ county ____ local
depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No.AL-VI-C-116

Condition Check one Check one

——_ excellent X__ deteriorated _X _ unaltered _X original site

—_good ——_ruins ___ altered ——_moved date of move
—— tair ——_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Koontz Coal Company House is located on Seldom Seen
Road approximately two miles southwest of Lonaconing. It is sited
on a plateau midway up the east slope of Big Savage Mountain and
commands a spectacular view of the Georges Creek Valley.

The house is oriented on a north-south axis and is built
into the hillside, exposing the full stone cellar on the east
facade. O0Of log construction, the Koontz House is three bays long
and a true story-and-~a-half high, with a pitched gable roof. The
log walls are joined with V-notching and are chinked with sandstone;
remnants of whitewash are still evident on the exterior walls.

Central entrance doors are flanked by single 6/3 sash windows
on both the east and west facades; a two story porch stretches
across the east facade.

An exterior shouldered stone chimney of split sandstone
rises against the north gable wall, serving single fireplaces
in the cellar and on the first floor. An interior brick stove
chimney rises within the south gable wall. The upper gables
are framed in with studs and sheathed with vertical boards and
are each pierced by a single small window to light the loft.

The roof is covered with a variety of asphault roofing
materials; the rafter ends are left exposed.

The majority of the window sash and the batten entranee-
door have been removed; the remaining sash is no longer glazed.

The interior first floor plan consists of three rooms: a
large room extending the full depth of the house to the north
and two smaller rooms to the south. The original stone fire-
place is centered on the north gable wall of the largest room,
flanked on the east by an enclosed winder stair rising to the second
floor and on the west by a similar stair descending to the cellar.
The south partition wall of the north room is constructed of
beaded vertical boards.

The cellar is divided into two unequal rooms, with the larger
room to the north.

This house was severely dilapidated when surveyed in 1977 by
John Nelson and by February 1981, when re-examined by Merry Stinson,
was in a state of partial collapse.

A vaulted stone root cellar is located about 50' south of
the house. The ruins of several frame outbuildings appear to: the east.



8. Significance Survey No. AL-VI-C-116

-riod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

____1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

X 1500-1599 _X agriculture ____ economics ___literature ___ sculpture

____1600-1699 _ X architecture ____ education ____ military ___ social/

—__1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian

_“ 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

1900~ —___ communications — industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
____invention ___ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B _C _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The log cabin remained a popular form of housing in Allegany
County until the present century. The Koontz log house was
probably built in the first quarter of the 19th century as a
simple dwelling for a subsistence type of farm. The log house
was inexpensive to build, easy to construct and extremely sturdy.
Years after their construction, many of these buildings were
covered with a variety of sidings; on this particular structure,
however, the logs have been left exposed.

This building is significant as a good example of a well-
built, typical early settler's dwelling. The floor plan
resembles that of several other buildings, including the
nearby J.Koontz Farm (AL-VI-B-237) - and the James White House
(G~VI~- - ) and the Reichenbecher House (G-II-C-292) in
Garrett County. The ovolo molding, found on the cellar window,
occasionally used as late as 1830, usually appears in the
eighteenth and very early nineteenth centuries.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. AL-yI-C-116

Allegany County Land Records Cumberland, Maryland

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie John Nelson and Joan Baldwin (1977); expanded by Merry(é?:ls'.fls);on
organization Maryland Historical Trust date

street & number 21 State Circle telephone (3015269—2438

city or town Annapolis state ﬁaryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CAL-VI-C-116

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC

Koontz Coal Companv Loa House
AND/OR COMMON

.[PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Seldom Seen Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Detmold — VICINITY OF Sixth
STATE COUNTY
raryland Allegany
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC lOCCUPIED X,AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) _XPRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __REUIGIOUS
__OBJECT __INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
_—BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPOR:ATION
iNO __MILITARY __OTHER
EJ OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAM
Koontz Coal Company
STREET & NUMBER

P.0. Box 228

Telephone #:

CITY. TOWN staTE, zip code
Frostburg —__ VICINITY OF Haryland, 21532
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Liber #: 134
COURTHOUSE. FOliO #: 236
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.

Allegany County Courthguse

STREET & NUMBER

30 washington Strect

CITY. TOWN STATE
— Cumberland "arvland
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _ LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT &DETERIORATED \I_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0D —RUINS _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Koontz Coal Company House is located on Seldom Seen Poad south
+sest of Lonaconing, Alleqgany County.

The Koontz Company House is a three bay wide, one story high lon

structure that rests on a high stone foundation. The house has a "V"
notching, hewn logs and stone chinking. The roof is nabled with exposed
rafter ends and is covered with a variety" aSphslt roofing materials.
ilindous in the structure have been removed; however, they wWere oringinally
double hung, pegged, wooden sash frames with six over six lights. The
main entrance is located on the east sldeJalthouqh the door is now qgone;
it originally featured a door constructed of plain vertical boards.
A high three bay end porch was once located on the east facade as well.
However, it is now partially collapsed. The building has two chimneys,
one of replaced brick located in the inside gable end and another, an
original stone outside end chimney.

The first floor of the house is divided into three rooms, two smaller
ones on the south side and a large room containing the fireplace which
stretches the width of the building. Dog legs stairs, which lead to a
sleeping loft are located next to the fireplace while a second set of
stairs, located on the west side of the main room desend to the basement.

The Koontz Coal Company House is severely dilapitated. However,

despite the fact that the building is in such poor condition it never-
theless manages to retain much of its original fabric and appearance.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B SIGNIFICANCE
ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEQOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW _—SCIENCE
._XSOO-'ISSS AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —_MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC _.THEATER
_)S1800-1899 _.COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY _—TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __.COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The log cabin remained a popular form of housing in Allegany County
until the present century. The Koontz log house was probdbly built circa
1820 as a simple shelter for a subsistence type of farm. The log house
was inexpensive to build, easy to construct and extremely sturdy. Years
after their construcution, many of these buildings were covered with
a variety of sidings; However, on this particular structure, the logs
have been left exposed.

The Koontz Log Cabin differs slightly from the majority of log
structures in the county in that it had an extremely high stone basement
which nrovided a kitchen area for the inhabitants of the house. Like
other log cabins, the house had a large central room on the first floor
with a massive stone fireplace. Dog leg stairs behind the fireolace
ascended to the loft.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Allegany County Land _Records Cumoerland, 'iaryland

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

ALy -0 {5’(7

EDIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TiTLE

John Nelson and Joan Baldwin

ORGANIZATION

DATE

Alleqany County Historic Sites Survey a/12/77
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

537 National Highway 777-5967
CITY OR TOWN STATE

La Vale Harvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1108



TMVENTORY HKO.

DATE:

AL-VI-C-116

3/17/77

LOCAT

DIRZCTIC

NANME OF

LFROVERTY :

ICN CF

Drastic, moderate, minor

Koontz Coal Company Log Cabin

134/236
698 acres

Military lot 3960

PROFILTY ¢ Seldom Séen Road

¥ DWELLING FACES: East

WHLER:

Konntz Coal Company

ADDRESS: P.0. Box 228

Frostburg, Maryland 21532
120 ) 3¢ ) BC ) SC) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3& ) 4C ) 5( ) 6( ) 72 ) ()

STORIES:
VINGS, ADDITICHS:

(square, cross, rectangular)

Dwelling Shape:

WALL CONSTRUCTION:

( ) FRiME: Bevel, clapboard, veatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)
( ) BRICK: DBond type- common, inglish, Flemish. Sketch variants.
( ) STONE: DPond type- rubble, asnlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated
(X) 106G "V" Notching/Stone chinking
( ) Other: Coverings
P—

WALL FELTURE BELT COURSE, PILASTLEE, CTHERS Plain

PCULDATICNS: _ﬁlgﬁ, LOW, BRICK, S7CNE First floor in basement

WATER TiBIE: HNCNE, PLAIN, EVEILD, MOULDED BRICK

WIKDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6(X) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) Gone

pegged (X) nailed( ) wide ( ) narrow ( ) mitred ( ) pediment ( )

East and West

IARDWARE:  original(X) replaced( )
FAN LIGHT, TRANSCHM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN
Paneled, Verticle, Horizontal Boards

»  INTRANCE, DCORS: LOCATICH:

Board and Batten

{crown, fascia, soffit, bed)
replaced( ) Rufter bknds, lModillions, Dentils, Frieze,
Lrchitrave

BT T Bt UM LI Yo = T R .
b(..'.l{ill'u“’ Dk Ha V5 3

original(x)

7

GABLE ¥FRONT, GiBILE FPLANK, HIP, SHED, DIANSARD,
HATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, %in, asphalt original( )

PCRCHES: SHATE OF RGOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( ) Collapsed

CHIMIEYS: MNUMBER 2 BRICK(X) STON&(X) CCRBELED( )
1CCATION: F Inside end(X) Cutside end(X)

OP\J [J... u) }‘lr{

replaced( )

RCCF: G#MBREL, FLAT,

original(X) replaced (x)

¥lush end{ ) Central( ) Interior ( )

LRCHES: Door and window: . Keystene, I'lat, legmental, Semicircular

CEMMNENTS :
7  Use - Vacant
Significance - Avch
Date Constructed - Cg (§2o
Condition - Deteriorated




£ Kooty leal G AL-TL-C-

O 20— “h @:TZ//%/
- ' L1>/.c f’/% V/S‘ 0/9 749 2[4 o/,g @
to [t : N —p
r : 0
= : t[
i | i ¢
? =
2l e 7
| == = =
} - R b0 orndtoea Aol
i - | /L%\QJWM
— b4
e 1 1
I : y T."Sjg:/z f L
R Bl
o B e M
."LI~~:J = .= w%— Eb;‘;%—‘ :-\7{‘( . L— , -
T~ Sl R b

e sille Lfr
o8 Gp. I8 laakdana

B



= ﬂ” [ER At
VS, ol A
! 4!{0(1/-9 ™ '),
' -SE D\A)/J
\1]'».

S

AL‘/E*?'//é

AW_\M

| 2 {\%‘8/
242 )



Hl-Vi1- - 116
LO0GC HOUSE
Seldowm Secen Red

Lop\,a,aoh-twj

aLimw«.s-/




Ne 1.9 M1, Q

%/
7

r -/qu‘lACONI

& ’
Nt
NN
\\ \\

R
N\ N
O
etlh D) \
i)
ot
\ O
e e X
: R N X
5 \
LR
Rl
= 4 (] e X
2 .

I 5

v

pla

N

o~
-

£

; R N
S o -
R g b
4 )
g

VL, e 0 - ’
R
| [P
/ | ,\/!-c,-nes>
% il gy S ]
1 .
| ,

INACONING}

~Jp63 111 SW

a7

/W k&b Tz Caal C 0. L oj /L/oase
—Sellon, Seea Rd| Doty

..: US G,S L Ba,."'ou C}uao(
/.44, 000

7 /?7‘/ /eeufsevj

4

e
o Mi

\ LONACONING
FROSTBURG 1

% o TN N
- R - PR D =
= VI=C=I1Se &2
/¢

&7 = L o
| £ ooy b i 5
\ Vi 7 S WS '
2 3 ¢ 2 e 2 . 3 7 .
o e iy 4 Xt N,
By T /, Z_/. ) . {. /

Ny N ' vl 7 7, 9

D ~ AN ‘'S 22 %

A% § 3 AN By Y 7 iz
N AR AN Z ;
i ok “a et plort 4







——
/4/_ (- C- /6
/(oow_f'z‘ C‘DQ"( Co’ Loﬂ C&é;k

ge,/O( 0 Seeu /eJ
De,'ILMO/OI
Jvin E /\/e,/sau

2/l
Ncw+/\ wesf'




-

-

1
Cad




A~ C-6
/(Oom%z Coa.( CQ_ Aoy Caé;v\
el e

it fof
\Jb/\»\ E ‘ /\/e, /Se;\

3//7/77

Sewthwest







-V —C—lig
Koontz Coal Co. hog Cabin._
Ssldom  ssen. Rippi
Barteye - 0&7‘4««0 /c/

flohn e lgcm

3/17 77
erHLsq Sk




‘fﬁ‘f}ﬂ}"‘"*fﬂj

| i}“!\\ ﬁ%ﬁ‘i\\x:v’aﬁ, .' ' %2
(s a 15) !
| [

)

. +
A "‘n




Al- J1- ¢ -1l¢e
/(005\7LL COG\—/ Co, Loy C&é,\,\
(ﬁcm&:ns o(‘ )5&'”\3

Selolom See,\ /€0{

Detnold
Jobw £. Nelso.

3//7 /77

/VO(/ fdw Csl[






A-vI—C—ile

Kosutz Coul Co. heg (abin
Ssjdem  SsEnL Reacl
B")"A’—Oﬂ-’ = De,)lmolﬂ(

Qenn belsin

37

scvlnedsS




